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Hands & Feet

ReNteCost

Thank you to those who contributed
towards the work of Hands and Feet.
We raised $273 which Church
Council has matched and rounded up
Welcome so we have donated $600 towards
their work.

Welcome to worship this morning,
we hope you enjoy being with us.
A special welcome to the family and
friends of David and John who will

both be baptized this morning.

Lectionary Readings

This week 8 June, 2025
Pentecost

Acts 2:1-21 or Gen 11:1-9
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:14-17

John 14:8-17, (25-27)

Next week 15 June, 2025

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Psalm 8

Romans 5:1-5

John 16:12-15

Pentecost Tmyer

Breathe in me O Holy Spirit
that my thoughts may all be holy;
Act in me O Holy Spirit
that my works, too, may be holy;
Draw my heart O Holy Spirit
that | love but what is holy;
Strengthen me O Holy Spirit
to defend that is holy;
Guard me then O Holy Spirit
that | always may be holy.

- §t. Augustine of Hippo (AD 354-430)
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Rev Gail’s Message

During the week I had the pleasure of chatting to David and John about their
decision to come forward and be baptised. If you were baptised as an

infant you may never have had the chance to think through the meaning and
significance of baptism so please reflect on Part 1 of a very brief guide below.

What is Christianity?

“Christianity is a relationship of love between a person and God that shapes all
other parts of that person’s life”. Dietrich Bonhoeffer.

“True Christianity is love in action.” David O. McKay

“In Baptism, we let our defences down before God. Openness to the Spirit
comes as we go with Jesus to take the risk of love and solidarity”. Rowan
Williams

What do Christians believe?

The Apostles Creed and the Nicene Creed: statements of faith the early church
compiled so that Christians could define their beliefs. Both statements focus on
the Holy Trinity and the work of Christ as Saviour and Lord. You will hear the
Apostles Creed in the Baptism service today as a statement faith that we will
all affirm together.

Why do we have so many different perspectives on what we believe and why
are there so many denominations: There are four main approaches to faith.
Some people are drawn to Scripture, others love Tradition. People drawn to
tradition love the rituals of the church and find meaning in doing things a
particular way. The third approach is Experience, which by its very nature is
common to all believers, when we see the breathtaking beauty of nature or
feel the love expressed by fellow believers we experience our faith. Lastly
there is Reason; God gave us a brain and we have the God given opportunity
to think things through, we use reason to think about life’s meaning and
purpose. The best way to use this approach is to pray that the Holy Spirit
grants us wisdom. Most of us probably tap into all four approaches as
observed by the great theologian John Wesley. The four approaches are
referred to in Theology as the Wesleyan Quadrilateral.

Why do we get baptised?

Baptism was practised by the early church to mark a new beginning in one’s
life, a life lived in Christ through the Holy Spirit. Baptisms are recorded in the
book of Acts and the metaphor of baptism is mentioned in the gospels and the
letters to the early churches.

The Jewish ritual of cleansing oneself in fresh living water as a symbol of the
forgiveness of sins sets a precedent for Jesus’ own Baptism. We follow Jesus’
example of surrendering ourselves to God when we are baptised. We die to
self and rise as God’s own dear child, set free from the consequences of sin
and death.

Next week we will look at the commitment we made or the commitment our
parents made on our behalf when were baptised into the faith.



