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Welcome

Welcome to worship, we hope you
enjoy being with us.
Lectionary Readings

This week 9 April, 2023

Acts 10:34-43 or

Jeremiah 31:1-6

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

Colossians 3:1-4

John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10
Next week 16 April, 2023

Acts 2:14a, 22-32

Op Shop Half-price Sale

The shop is having a half-price sale
so why drop in and see us and
grab a bargain. We are happy to
take donations of good quality
clothes and household items and
ornaments etc, just drop them in
to us at 37 Dell St Woodpark,
between 9.30 - 3.30 Monday to
Friday or 9-12 on Saturday.

Lent Event Envelopes

If you chose to give up something
for Lent and give the money you
saved to Lent Event please take an
envelope from the back table and
return it with your donation, just
place the envelope in the offering
plate.
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Gail’s Message
Called to be the church.

As Christians all of us have received a calling. Initially this means respond-
ing to God’s presence, to sense and accept our Creator God’s loving and
persistent embrace. As we learn more about God’s grace revealed to us in
and through Jesus our call becomes clearer and at times more specific.

We may feel called to create, lead, teach, organize, or heal. Figuring out
our own individual call is not easy, it requires discernment, which means
we need to still our own thoughts and be fully present to God’s leading
Spirit.

Our calling to be the church is a little more straightforward and we can
read descriptions of this high and holy calling in many of the letters to the
first believers. In 1 Peter we hear that Christians are called by God to be a
royal priesthood, a chosen race, and a holy nation (1 Peter 2:9-10).

As the gathered people of God, we have with a very specific purpose, to
proclaim the mighty acts of God. This proclamation of God’s saving grace in
and through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus can be done through
words, actions and service and the specifics of each are almost limitless.

Sometimes this high and lofty calling seems too much for ordinary people
like us, people who have issues, and baggage and lots of faults. We may at
times consider ourselves too old, too tired, too useless to accept God’s call
upon the church but here is the good news, all of us have been made fit for
purpose. In 2 Timothy the author describes a household kitchen in which
there are shiny flash items, in our modern kitchens that may be a special
dinner set or a shiny new Mixmaster but there are also every day, less
glamorous things like wooden spoons.

The Scripture proclaims that in God’s service we all become special uten-
sils, ready for every good work, yes even the wooden spoon (2Timothy
2:20-22).

Wooden spoons in western culture are handed out if you come last in a
competition but we know that in God’s kingdom the last come first and the
first come last.

So, take heart and hear God’s call upon your life, “for we are God’s master-
piece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good
things he planned for us long ago” (Ephesians 2:10).



